
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

 CAPITOL HILL LITTLE LEAGUE (CHLL) 

 

A meeting of the CHLL was held October 21, 2013 at 7 PM Eastern Standard time at the 

Hill Center in Washington, DC.  CHLL President Don Montuori presided and Mr. 

Kurtzman acted as Secretary. In attendance were: 

 

Board Members in attendance were: 

Chris Atkin 

Keith Catanzano 

Andy Kurtzman 

Opi Leckszas 

Paul Legere 

Mary Ann Manley 

Adam Meier 

Don Montuori 

Lisa Raymond 

Seth Shapiro 

Erin Sheehy 

Becky Skinner 

  

Agenda Approval 

By motion duly made seconded, and carried the agenda for the meeting was approved. 

 

Meeting Minutes Approval 

After review of the previous meeting report by motion duly made seconded and carried 

the minutes of the previous meeting were approved. 

  

Treasurer’s Report 

The treasurer of CHLL reported a smooth transition of files to him and little account 

activity in the intervening month.  

 

General CHLL Information 

Mr. Montuori reported on the Little League Road Show to be held in Maryland on 

Saturday, December 14th. The president noted that the Road Show provides helpful 

information and good league contacts. He hoped that some Board members and coaches 

will attend. The Department of Parks and Recreation is hosting a coach’s clinic the same 

day as the Road Show. 

 

The president noted that game slots continue to be sought at Fort Lincoln along with field 

improvements. The Nationals provided a clinic on field maintenance attended by CHLL.  

It was concluded that the fields need more sprinkler systems for proper maintenance.  

Without water and proper drainage all grass will die.  

 

It was noted that Eastern High School’s fences will be temporarily removed for 

placement of a new container owned by CHLL. Posts need removal so the process is a bit 



complicated; fence company quotes are being sought.  

 

Concern was expressed that night practices should be held under the lights in well-lit 

areas to avoid injury. Injury reporting protocol was discussed, noting the need to report 

injuries where kids leave the field. If medical attention is needed, a player must obtain a 

doctor’s release prior to participating in a practice or game. The Board agreed to remind 

coaches of this protocol.  

 

Commissioners Committee Update.  

• Need to fix backstop at Tyler Elementary. 

• Need more marketing around softball and need to start looking for players in 

advance of the spring season. 

• Need to add lights for Tyler Elementary (either for the whole field or just the 

batting cage) to the major projects list.  

• Need to look for more fields within our boundaries.  

• Creating a coaches handbook and a cheat sheet for commissioners are both good 

ideas.  

• Might be useful to collect more information during the registration process, such 

as whether a player also plays on a travel team.  

• Would be helpful to include a size guide for uniforms during the registration 

process. 

• Managers feedback on kids could help in forming teams next year. There was 

some debate among board members about whether this would be a useful 

exercise.  

 

New Commissioner Approvals  

Carlson Klapthor, who was in attendance, was approved by acclimation for AA 

commissioner. Lisa Turner was approved by acclimation for softball commissioner.  A 

candidate to assume the role of Majors commissioner has been identified. We expect a 

response by the end of October or early November. Keith Catanzano, current single A 

commissioner, is looking for a new single A commissioner for next spring. 

 

Communications Committee Chair’s Report 

Communications groups were established through Yahoo groups. It was decided to create 

a sponsorship account and assignments were made to monitor numerous other email 

accounts.  Don and Adam will work on an end-of-year email to the community.  

 

Seth Shapiro noted that the Nationals Baseball Tomorrow Fund had provided grant funds 

and that they require itemization of how funds are spent. Specifics will be provided to the 

treasurer. It was noted that SOTH wants to redo Tyler by leveling and re-sodding. CHLL 

will instead recommend irrigation or lights.  

 

Guest Speaker 

Mike Godec, president of Capitol Riverside Youth Sports Park, was then introduced to 

the Board to present information about plans to create a mixed use sports park on the 

northern parking lots at RFK stadium.  The Board reserved judgment on the merits of 



supporting this particular effort for a later date.   

 

CHLL Web Sites 

After review, it was determined that the CHLL website requires substantial updates.  

Several new website options under consideration that will provide more functionality, 

automate mundane tasks, and result in a cost savings.   

 

New Committees and Positions  

The Board considered all eight items on the agenda for consideration and by motion duly 

made, seconded and carried the committees and chairs were approved. 

  

2014 Budget Review and Approval 

The Board reviewed the budget that had been circulated in advance.  It was noted that the 

budget fluctuates based on the number of participants, and that CHLL is currently 

planning for a nine percent increase in players next spring. Since margins are thin, CHLL 

will actively pursue grants to support both short-term and long-term needs.  By motion 

duly made, seconded and carried the Board approved the proposed budget. 

 

 

There being no further other business the meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM. 

 

Approved: 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

      

President Don Montuori  

      

Andrew Kurtzman, Acting Secretary 

 


